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Message Text 


TAGS: SOPN, UR 

SUBJECT: DODER ARTICLE ON NEW SIT-INS 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF WASHINGTON POST AUGUST 12 DUSKO DODER 
ARTICLE WHICH RAN ON PAGE A-16. TITLE: MOTHER, 2 SONS 
JOIN SIT-IN AT U.S. EMBASSY IN MOSCOW. (BEGIN TEXT) 

MOSCOW-AFTER BEING REPEATEDLY DENIED PERMISSION TO EMIGRATE 
TO THE UNITED STATES, A 34- YEAR-OLD ARMENIAN WOMAN MADE HER 
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WAY WITH HER TWO CHILDREN INTO THE AMERICAN EMBASSY HERE 
YESTERDAY VOWING SHE WOULD NOT LEAVE UNTIL SHE IS ALLOWED 
TO JOIN HER MOTHER AND SISTER IN LOS ANGELES. 


THE ARRIVAL OF ELIZA HOVSEPIYAN AND HER TWO BOYS RAISED THE 
NUMBER SITTING IN THE CONSULATE FOYER TO 10. SEVEN WEEKS 
AGO, SEVEN PENTECOSTALISTS FROM SIBERIA RUSHED PAST THE 
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SOVIET GUARDS OUTSIDE THE EMBASSY AND SETTLED IN THE FOYER 
VOWING TO STAY UNTIL THEY RECEIVE PERMISSION TO EMIGRATE 
TO THE UNITED STATES. 

THE NEW ARRIVALS YESTERDAY WERE VIEWED BY U.S. OFFICIALS 
AS PRESENTING A POTENTIALLY SERIOUS PROBLEM FOR THE 
EMBASSY. THESE OFFICIALS FEAR THAT AS THE WORD ABOUT THIS 

NEW TYPE OF VIGIL GETS AROUND. THE EMBASSY COMPOUND COULD 
CONCEIVABLY BE DELUGED WITH OTHERS SEEKING TO EMIGRATE. 

A SENIOR U.S. OFFICIAL SAID THAT THE EMBASSY HAS BEEN 
TRYING TO PERSUADE THE PEOPLE TO LEAVE. THEIR APPLICATIONS 
CANNOT BE CONSIDERED BY THE U.S. CONSULATE IF THEY DO NOT 
HAVE SOVIET EXIT VISAS. 

BUT, THE OFFICIAL SAID, THE EMBASSY WOULD NOT USE FORCE TO 
EVICT THEM NOR WOULD IT DEPRIVE THEM OF FOOD. 

"THAT SIMPLY IS NOT THE PROPER THING TO DO," HE ADDED. 

THE TWO NEW BOYS, AGED 9 AND 5, ADDED AN AIR OF BUSTLE 
AND MERRIMENT INSIDE THE FOYER AS THEY PLAYED WITH THEIR 
TOY GUNS AND IUMPED ON SOFAS. THE PENTECOSTALISTS, AFTER 
SEVEN WEEKS OF VIGIL IN THE CRAMPED ROOM, HAVE RECENTLY 
BEEN RESIGNED AND SUBDUED. 
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HOVSEPIYAN SAID SHE TOOK THIS DESPERATE STEP AFTER HER 
REQUEST TO EMIGRATE WAS REPEATEDLY REJECTED BY SOVIET 
AUTHORITIES. SHE SAID SHE TOLD U.S. OFFICIALS THAT "I'M 
GOING TO STAY HERE. I'M GOING TO DIE HERE IF NEED BE BUT 
I WILL NOT GO OUT THERE," MOTIONING TOWARD THE ENTRANCE TO 
THE BUILDING WHICH IS UNDER HEAVY SOVIET POLICE GUARD. 

HER HUSBAND, YERDZANIK GABRIELYAN, HAD ACCOMPANIED THE 
FAMILY FROM YEREVAN, THE CAPITAL OF SOVIET ARMENIA, BUT 
HE DID NOT ATTEMPT TO ENTER THE EMBASSY, SHE SAID. 

SHE SAID HER MOTHER WAS ALLOWED TO JOIN HER SISTER, AZAT- 
OUHIE MOSKOFIAN, AND HER BROTHER-IN-LAW HADJIK MOSKOFIAN, 
IN LOS ANGELES LAST YEAR. SHE SAID THE MOSKOFIANS HAD 
EMIGRATED TO THE UNITED STATES FROM LEBANON FIVE YEARS AGO 
AND CLAIMED THAT THEY ARE AMERICAN CITIZENS. 

THE FACT THAT SHE HAS IMMEDIATE RELATIVES IN THE UNITED 
STATES MAKES THE HOVSEPIYAN CASE SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT FROM 
THAT OF THE PENTECOSTALISTS. 
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THE PENTECOSTALISTS HAVE A LETTER OF INVITATION FROM A 
CORELIGIONIST IN THE UNITED STATES, BUT THIS IS NOT SUFFI- 
CIENT TO ENTITLE THEM TO SOVIET EXIT VISAS ON THE GROUNDS 
OF FAMILY REUNION. 

THE PENTECOSTALISTS. WHO WANT TO LEAVE THE SOVIET UNION 
BECAUSE THEY SAY THEY ARE BEING DENIED THE RIGHT OF 

WORSHIP. INVOLVE TWO FAMILIES FROM CHERNOGORSK, A TOWN 
THREE DAYS AWAY FROM HERE BY TRAIN. 

PYOTR VASCHENKO, 57, A MINER, AND HIS WIFE AVGUSTA HAVE 
THREE OF THEIR 13 CHILDREN WITH THEM -LIDIY A, 27, 

LYUBOV, 25, AND LILYIA, 21. A 17-YEAR-OLD SON WHO TRIED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 STATE 204765 

TO GET INTO THE EMBASSY WITH THEM WAS CAUGHT BY THE GUARDS. 

THE OTHER PENTECOSTALISTS ARE MARIA CHMYKALOVA, 56, AND 
HER SON TIMOFEY, 17. 

THE PENTECOSTALISTS WAIT UNOBTRUSIVELY ALL DAY, READING 
THEIR BIBLES AND TALKING QUIETLY WITH EACH OTHER. IN THE 
EVENING THEY GET DOWN ON THEIR KNEES TO PRAY. 

THEY ARE GIVEN FOOD TWICE A DAY AND ARE LOCKED IN FOR THE 
NIGHT. THEY HAVE BEEN ESCORTED TO THE EMBASSY SNACK BAR 
INSIDE THE COMPOUND A FEW TIMES. THEY HAVE ACCESS TO A 
WASHROOM FOR KEEPING THEMSELVES AND THEIR CLOTHES CLEAN. 
AT NIGHT THEY SLEEP ON CHAIRS USING BLANKETS THAT 
INDIVIDUAL EMBASSY STAFF MEMBERS HAVE LOANED THEM. 

NOW THE PRESENCE OF ARMENIAN CHILDREN IS BOUND TO CHANGE 
THE ROUTINE. 

VASCHENKO SAID YESTERDAY. "WE ARE PREPARED TO STAY HERE 
INDEFINITELY.” (END TEXT) 

CHRISTOPHER 
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